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	June 9th
	

	June 23rd
	

	July 7th
	

	July 28th
	

	August 4th
	

	August 11th
	



Recycle-For Our Children’s Future
The economic benefits of recycling demonstrate that paper is a valuable resource, which is wasted when it is simply dumped in the ground.
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Does recycling paper save trees?
No, because trees for paper are grown and harvested, like many other plantation crops, in a sustainable system. However, using recycled paper helps reduce the pressure for more plantations where natural forests still exist. Single species plantations — or monocultures — put pressure on the existing local ecology, destroying wildlife habitats. Moreover, a large area of a single species is an easy target for predators, making vast amounts of pesticides necessary.

Can recycled paper be recycled?
Yes, provided that waste paper is appropriately treated, paper can be recycled up to six times. Given the limited life of paper making fibers, there will always be a need for a constant supply of virgin fiber. However, the negative impacts of sustainable forestry can be minimized through greater re-use of waste paper.

Does recycled paper have to be re-bleached?
Most recycled papers require no bleaching at all. Where printed waste needs to be cleaned, there are two alternatives:
i) Dispersal — the ink is diluted and dispersed in the pulp (with no extra pollution)
ii) De-inking — this is more a mechanical process than a chemical process. A detergent (frequently phosphate free) is used to dissolve the ink. Air bubbles are injected into the large vat holding the pulp and take the ink to the surface where it is scooped off. It is then solidified and either burned, made into soil conditioner or safely disposed of.

Doesn't the energy involved in transporting the paper to the recycling plant outweigh the benefits?
No! In the near future Magpie Recycling Co-operative (who collects all the paper from campus) will be making all their collections by milk float, with batteries charged by their own wind generator. Magpie takes the paper to a company in Newhaven who bulk delivers the paper to local paper manufacturing companies (such as Kent). This may appear to be some distance but it hardly compares with importing the paper all the way from Scandinavia.
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